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2017 Nebraska Turfgrass Research Field Day Summary
July 13, 2017
The 2017 Nebraska Turfgrass Research Field Day was held on the turf research plots on East Campus in Lincoln
yesterday. Thank you to the approximately 170 grounds managers, lawn care operators, golf course
superintendents, Nebraska Extension educators, vendors, UNL administrators, industry scientists, and scientists
from the United States Golf Association’s Research Committee that attended the event.
One week ago, we were preparing mentally for anticipated high relative humidity and 100+˚F temperatures for
field day. Fortunately, hot temperatures and gusty winds gave way to overcast skies and temperatures in the
mid-80s˚F, which surprised and invigorated all in attendance. Most attendees elected to follow the traditional
research tour, but some chose to participate in a new educational tour that focused on fundamental turfgrass
management and pesticide/fertilizer calculations and sprayer/spreader calibration. Both tours seemed well
received based on conversations with attendees of each tour.

Figure 1. Attendees gather for announcements before education tours (top left) and for lunch catered by Wahoo Locker
(top right). Dr. Roch Gaussoin, Mark Keck (Graduate Research Assistant), and Jacob Fuehrer (Graduate Research
Assistant) led the fundamental turfgrass management tour (bottom) (Photos courtesy of Luqi Li, Graduate Research
Assistant).
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The traditional research tour was full of impactful research and educational material on topics ranging from
Pythium root rot control in creeping bentgrass putting greens, to best management practices for emerald ash
borer and Japanese beetle.

Figure 2. Dr. Jonathan Larson and John Fech discuss troublesome beetles (top left, LL), Matt Sousek explains a renewed
exploration of soil temperature thresholds for controlling crabgrass with preemergence herbicides (top right, LL), Dr.
Keenan Amundsen covers buffalograss-annual ryegrass seed mixtures for quick cover during establishment (bottom left,
LL), and Dr. Bill Kreuser explains methods for overcoming overregulation with plant growth regulators (bottom right) (LL
= photo courtesy of Luqi Li, Graduate Research Assistant).
Overall, we are very pleased with field day this year, but we need your feedback to make the event better in
future years. Please take a few minutes to complete the survey at the following link to help us understand what
you liked about field day this year, but, most importantly, tell us what you’d like to see changed so your
attendance at future field days will be more beneficial for you: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/17fieldday.
Thanks for making field day a success this year.
Cole Thompson, Asst. Prof. & Extension Integrated Turfgrass Management Specialist, cole.thompson@unl.edu
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